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ROM the chatacter you have long 
borne, of being remarkable for the 
cloſeneſs of your reaſoning, and your 
mathematical abilities, expected in your laſt 
performance, however your firſt principles 
might have been contrary to my own ideas of 


right —_ wron g. to have found you arguing 
A ana 


. 


gerd, with qc + principles, 2 


not de- 


PA cine: falſe « concluſions from the propoſi- 
tions you had eftabliſhed, and quitting in 


In your introduction. you apologize for 
. giving, in your obſervations, ſo gloomy a 
EY repreſentation of the ſtate of the kingdom, 
buy faying, the evidence of -its unhappy fi- 
mꝛͤlteuation is toyox irrefiſtiblez though at the 
-f ſame time you ſay, it appears otherwiſe. to 
{ thoſe whoſe integrity you cannot queſtion, 
| adlãnd ſubmit the deciſion to the public. This 
is modeſt, —But in the paragraph immedi- 
| ately preceding it, you tell us, the Ame- 
rican war muſt ſhock the feelings and rea- 
ſon of every conſiderate, perſon; and then 


> every paragraph the certainty of logical 

| of # preciſion, for the fallacious coloring of 

? "empty declamation. „„ F 
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12 run on with diſtinctions between external 
3 and internal coercion, which are entirely 


foreign to the purpoſe, and which you 
muſt know, however you may with to 
ö diſguiſe 


* 


1 7 
diſguiſe your ſent! ments, are quite incon- 
ſiſtent with that enlarged morality, which 
is, from neceſſity, unhappily eſtablited 
as the rule of political condb&, and which 
is diſtinguiſhed by the- name of-the Law'of 
Nations. Would your favorite Americans 
make the diſtinction ? Would they, were 
any one province to chuſe, in conſequenee 
of that freedom which you tell us is in- 
herent in every ſociety, to put itſelf 2 * 
under the protection of Great Britain? 1 
Wauld the Americans attend to the ds Ninc- 4 * 
tion you have intimated, or- would they „ 
rather try 10 maintain by fire and fward, do- 
minion over the perſons and pro perty of 4 
people out of their: realm, and who Dove nd 
1 {0c de e e * * 5 5 r 
00 Debug I ade your debe of . 
ſlavery, which con ſiſts in: onc-ſtate being 
Under the coercionof another, it will be ne- 
ceſſary for me to mention what: My, ide 
the dependence of America on Great Bri 
1 lookog the Ameri ly as 
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of Great: Britain, in every reſpect whatever, 
and entitled to every privilege, and every 
immunity in common, with the inhabi- 
% tants of theſe iſlands. They are not a con- 
R quered people, with certain privileges 
granted them and their country, they are 
Pritons, who have, for their own private 
advantage and conveniency, migrated to 


* a diſtant region, under the protection of the 

1 | Britiſh Government, and ſubject to ſuch 
[ 0 - regulations as were ſpeciſied in the patents 
5” they obtained from that government, at 


I "Bag Petr vanes 


Ji * It was their own free . that. hed 
18 them to exchange. (for ſome imagined. or 
"* , propoſed conveniency, no doubt) the full 
lt exerciſe of their legiſlative privileges, which 
il they enjoyed at home, for the ſame pro- 
"1 tection, * an inferior power, in a diſtant 
country neceſſary diſtinction, which 
he who. in not ſee, muſt be abfard 
cnough t to ſuppoſe different ſtates joined t to 
each other, without any common tie or 
wicked 


* 
* 


5 1 „ 
wicked -enotigh: to deſire to ſacrifice the 
only conſtitution where perſonal freedom 
was ever really enjoyed, to the Uto- 
pian ſcheme of founding a fifth Empire 
on the other ſide the Atlantic. The ſame 
free-will that directed the ſettlers in Ame- 
rica to prefer opulence and protection at a 
diſtance, to power and poverty in England, 
may, when ever it is ſo inclined, bring 


them back to their mother country, where 


their ambition and their patriotiſm may be 
ſatisfied by reaſſuming their ancient rights, 
and they may have an opportunity of ſhew- 
ing their conſequence i in the legiſlature of 
the empire, by the purchaſe of a ſmall te- 
nement in a Corniſh borough. | 
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5 hit | * confeſs; is the notion I have 
always formed of the dependence of 
eur Colonies on the Metropolit, (to uſe 
an expreſſion of your favorite writers) ; 
and can ſee nothing: at all in this fituation 
reſembling. the dreadful accounts we read 
in hiſtory of the miſerable ſtate of conquer- 
ed 
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10 ] 
ed provinces dependent on free ſtates 1 a 


the ſpecious aſſertions of artful men, who 


have inflamed thoſe imaginations, and 


blown the coals of a civil war, the infamy 
of which they would endeavour to fix on a 
reſpectable nation, devoted by their infer- 
nal wiſhes, to ruin and deſtruction. 


In your account of this cruel "Dal in 
tion, you, as uſual, forget the princi- 


4 ples you ſet out with, and totally contra- 


dict your own aſſertions. You tell us, the 


free Subjet? of a Free Rate is a contradiftion 
in terms; that conſequently the dependence 


of America on Britain muſt bring with it 


every ſpecies of ſlavery, of which human 
nature is unhappily capable, and yet theſe 
more than Roman Patriots, the virtuous 
inhabitants of America, were ſo fond of 
this worſe than Egyptian bondage, that 
you inform us by the authority of anony- 
mous, and conſequently authentic letters 


from 
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from New York, and the glorious reſolu- 
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they had nothing more at heart- than the 
continuing dependent on their mother 
country. | LESS LON CO RR AR 


Your eight proofs of the 8 of 
our conſtitution to monarchy, I ſhall not 
take on me now to examine; there is 
much common place argument mixed with 
fome ſerious truths, which are not the leſs 
real for being trite. Prejudice itſelf can- 
not deny our encreaſing luxury and diſſi- 
pation, the ſure forerunners of corru ption 
and flavery ; but I cannot ſee how our pre- 
ſent breach with America will hurry on 
that crifis ; or how we: ſhould prove our- 
ſelves leſs corrupted, by ſuffering ſo large 
a part of our dominions to declare them 
ſelves independent of our Legiſlature; 
how it will be a check on the power of the 
Crown, to let ſo extenſive a territory con- 
tinue dependant on the King, and not on 
— Parliament of Great Britain: : for the 
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having one common ſovereign ſeems . the 
only band theſe aſſertors of freedom reſolve 
8 unite n to this unfortunate e, 


Sn nee like this uſt fiike any 
writer, really a friend to our conſtitution, 
who is not blinded by paſſion, or warped 
by. prejudice, as the moſt fatal ſtroke that 
could be inflicted. on us. It is an obſerva- 
tion of ſome. French writer, that the no- 
bleſt government in the world was on the 
brink of ruin, when the diſcovery of South 
America was offered by Columbus to Hen- 
ry the Seventh: Dr. Price would equally 
involve it in deſtruction, by offering the 
Empire of North America to George the 
Third. The mines of Mexico and Peru 
would not put our king more above the 
pecuniary aid of his Parliament, than the 
trade, the produce, and the eager grants 
of the North American Continent, zealous 
to ſhew its attachment to their Prince, and 
induce him to leave the narrow cireum- 


ſeribed bounds of a {mall iſland, for the 
_ pleaſure 
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Von eln us you As 1 wech miſe 
| underſtood on the ſubject of freedom. On 
the contrary, you have been clearly un- 
derſtood: it is impoſſible for any rational 
being who reads your former obſervations, 

as well as theſe additional ones, not to ſec 
plainly your entire averſion to our excellent 
conſtitution: it is clear you wiſh to ſee 


derfiveragy and preſbytery raiſed on the ruins 
of out preſont eſtablimment in church 


and ſtate. | Theſe ate ſentiments chat 
breathe in every line af all your producti- 
ans: and, this being the caſe, it is im- 
aur Aeclaxavigns of preferring. ſuch. 
a conſtitution. as aur own, bowe ver.: Men re. 
peated, can have any force: ygu will ſtill 
be confidered as an adwacate far a pure de 
us Tho I e pon” our 
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be as deaf to the perſwaſions of a Calva 
as they formerly were to thoſe of a Pope, 
and continue with the Gothic ſpirit of our 
ancient Barons to anſwer, und Voce, 
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N all vritings on government which 
Ni ever fallen into my hands, one only 
excepted, (L mean the pamphlet lately pu- 
liſhed; entitled a Fragment on Government) 
there ſeems to be a total fear of expreſſing 
ſentiments that are hot ſupported by Prior 
authority, and the old abſurd abettors of 
abſolute monarchy oo, not be more at- 
tached to their patriarchal authority, and 
fas! drointum, \ than their modern antagoniſts 
are to the name of Locke and the original 
compact. The firſt governments were Fe- 
ally founded on fraud or force; the only 
i right to ſuch foundation 16 Public whey: 
happy that people who have been i able do | 

| ſhake off the ſhackles of the for „ And 
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„ I | eſtabliſh the latter as far as is is conſiſtent * 
Y 4 | with the errors incident to every human 8 
r WT ioftitution. But ſpeculative writers, influ- * 
enced by opinions of other men, (however 
1 | reſpectable their authority) who will form 
bHhiſtems of government, on the abſurd ſup- 
1 poſition, that mankind in ſome diſtant : age, 
tired with the inconveniencies attending a 
8 ſtate of nature, aſſembled on a large plain, | 
3 and made a formal ſurrender of their na- 
14 tural liberty on certain conditions, then 
| expreſſly entered into and ſolemnly con- 
i firmed: ſuch writers, I ſay, when they 
W come to treat on the real ſtate of the polity 
of nations, tho they may form chimerical 
f ſchemes for the management of imaginary 2 
l republics, will ever find their theories un- * 
W ited to the regulation of any civil ſociety, | 
N and abſolutely incapable of ever being Cat 
ried i into execution. 
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11 5 quit this ſubject without re- 
l marking the frequent uſe, you have made of 


= E the Abbe Raynal's book—a book which has 
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had a ſurpriſing: eireulation in all parth of 
Europe, as 4 eempanion at the idle hours 
er ide "toilet of che Jugurious and igne- 
rant, bot which a man of yo penetrati 
on and knowledge, were they not both 
obſcured by the miſts of prejudice thrown 
ever them, by his faveurable accounts of 
your American arch- patriots, muſt have 
deſpiſed as a romantic: compoſition, caleu- 
lated at once to amuſe and miſlead, deſti- 
tute of truth and real information, a mote- 
ly mixture of -infidelity and eredulity. of | 

an, error and Seit. 
„ 5 ; in 
Thus FR Sir, 1 lis choiht-i 
proper. to ſay concerning your late perfor- 
manee, that your readers may have at leaf 
a rrady antidote to the poiſonous principles 
you endeavour to inſtill. A more full eon- 
futation I truſt, will in time appear frem 
the maſterly hand that has ſo amply cor- 
retted your former errors ; and that part of 
"your \ work which tries to "UP ſuch a 


n Es e © horrid 


hs 
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WE horrid: tight on our finarices;- with haps 
be 4 deſtituta of mund 
W procifien wich your fourber attumptw 
the ſame ubjed. - 1 Keve:ogh/tgaddothas 
dope nothing like perſongh invective has 
AM eſcaped. me in the foregaing pages; it is 
chat I would ever wiſh to avoid, tho it is 
IT difficult to ſuppreſs the warm effuſſions of 
boneſt indignation, when under the ſacred 
' Fj pretence of patriotiſm, we ſee our country 
| I | expoſed to the inſults of her foreign and 
—_ domeſtic enemies—when we ſee her repre- 
_ ſented as finking under an accumulated. 
ah f load of internal Lee while her %. 
External focs are inv ted to encreaſe her N 
perplexities, and t her ruin. Is 
Ng s -> 8 
That the fatal picture you OR drawnof „ 
fituation may meet with the ſovereign con- 
temptit deſerves, boch at home and abroad; a ® 
and that an honeſt and vigorous miniſtry - 
may be unanimouſly feconded by a brave 
and provoked people, in their ſpirited ex- 8 ” £7 
ertions in favour of their juſt rights, til! 
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and rebellion return 
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the votatics of faction 
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